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The Biological Weapons Convention

The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction, commonly known as the Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC) or Biclogical and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC), opened for signature in 1972 and
entered into force in 1975.

It was the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning an entire category of weapons, as States Parties to
the Biclogical Weapons Convention undertook "never in any circumstances to develop, produce, stockpile or
otherwise acquire or retain:

1. microbial or other biclogical agents, or toxins whatever their origin or method of production, of types and
in quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes;

2. weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such agents or toxins for hostile purposes orin
armed conflict.”

The Convention effectively prohibits the development, production, acquisition, transfer, retention, stockpiling
and use of biological and toxin weapons and is a key element in the international community's efforts to
address the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

The following wheel allows for quick navigation to the current activities undertaken under the BWC:

Latest News

Latest Meeting

Contact the ISU

Restricted Area
Documents

Assistance Tools CBM Process

Fortieth Anniversary of the Biological Weapons Convention

The Biological Weapons Convention entered into force on 26 March 1975. 2015 therefore marked the 40th
anniversary of the Convention. This milestone in the life of the Convention was marked by a special
commemorative event which took place on 30 March 2015 in the Council Chamber of the Palais des Nations
in Geneva, which is where the BWC was originally negotiated. A special anniversary webpage contains more
information about the commemorative event and about the history of the BWC.

f The Preparatory
Committee for the
Eighth BWC Review
Conference has
resumed its work in
Geneva. State._.

~

Delighted that

Kadiatou Dao from

Mali will be

participating in the
resumed meeting of W
the BWC Preoar..

Join us

Related Information

FURTHER INFORMATION

= Restricted Area for States
Parties (BWC)

DOCUMENTATION
! BWC 7RC - Final Document

B BWC & Additional
Agreements - Post 7RC

T BWC Background
Information

-+

' BWC National Contact
Point Form

LINKS

-2 United MNations Office for
Disarmament Affairs — New
York

A Preparatory Committee for
the Eighth Review
Conference

A Eighth Review Conference
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Swiss, Norway, New Zealand)
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Vice-Chairs: Boujemaa Delmi & X[ 2|CH AL, michael
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@ T=H|2|9|: 26-27 April, 8-12 August, 2016, UNOG
© EI13]9|: 7-25 November, 2016, UNOG
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S&T review process

ISP : working group/MSP, MX meeting (Decision Making)
ISU(O|lALF=) B =t

AS2|™dM: UNSGM/CWC model £ ¢
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- Ambassador Vlctor Dolidze (Z=X|0O} Georgia, sT+1&)

2) MX2: ot StEEl mety|s 20| RTHEE
7931989 29+ & 3 [22Y FHY
- Yury Nikolaichik -~ S

—~

3) MX3: Lol &=t
82l 52/(2)
- Melanie Reddiar (=f0f& South Africa, NAM)



4) MX4: X| ¥, L& 5l CHH]
-89 6Y-7Y(3}-5)
- Usman Igbal Jadoon (I}7| A El Pakistan, NAM)

5) MX5: gefo| MEH H=t

- 89 8YU(2)
- Laurent Masmejean (A2 A Switzerland, A2 1F)

6) MSP
- 128 32-6Y(3-2)
- Yann Hwang (Z & A France, A8 15)



1) 7H=| Opening of the meeting
2) =2 8 ME o|X| XiEH Adoption of the agenda
3) Xt Xl Adoption of the rules of procedure
4) MXE MEolN &8 8 E= Agenda Item

- Working paper

- Question and comment, intervention

- Technical statement

- Question and comment

- National statement

- Intervention
5) AFAE 1A X EH Adoption of the factual report
6) Ij| 2| Closing of the meeting
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BioWeapons Prevention Project

Home Network Members BCW Discussion Forum Documents RevCon Discussions Publications

Daily Reports Contact

About BWPP

Forthcoming Events and News

The BioWeapons Prevention Project (BWPP) is a global network of civil society
actors dedicated to the permanent elimination of biological weapons and of
the possibility of their re-emergence. It was launched in 2003 by a group of
non-governmental organizations concerned at the failure of governments to
fortify the norm against the weaponization of disease. BWPP monitors

governmental and other activities relevant to the treaties that codify that
norm.

« The BWPP Monitor 2.0 is now online!
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procedures for mobilizing resources
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education, training, exchange and twinning programmes
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|_| Promotion of capacity building
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1. Z==Z|X} . 2{A[O},

=X dter X2 & 2|(Scientific Advisory Committee)
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Article IV

IEI I—-|I * ool:x—-! C B M _O_I x-" % Quality and quantity of Confidence-

Building Measures (CBMs) submissions

I
$_ no:l Ao-l = I ﬂ EI ; =-|_ transparency and confidence building
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solutions

O —_— O
Il 'OL-I Rg = -?—I ol_l' II E :*I Cé; é! Guidelines and formats for requesting

assistance
K& ®F 7S ¢let 7= o|ojg{H|o]A S 7|E} &)

hé'-l Article VII database and other methods for improving delivery of assistance

E HI'OEI HI'OI 2 u'" EI 9E-I -ﬁ- Lj\' mobile biomedical unit
%x'“ S I:H <) O —| strengthening of international response capabilities

, 7|'=I.|-, II‘E 2_-"704 agriculture, livestock as well as the natural environment

BWC xH Io-l BWOC financial affairs
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O_II: 7°|-§I' Hol- |O_I- Consideration of the full range of approaches and options to

further strengthen the Convention and its functioning through possible additional legal measures or
other measures in the framework of the Convention
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“ Wilson Center

~ Al deep learning: psychobiology
~ Psychobiology security

~ Al/Cloud Lab

~ Coding(code)

~ Biosensor

"~ Genotyping/phenotyping

~ Genome editing

~ Microbiome

— Immunity



~ 2{A|O} (Dr. Gushchin)
~ Biodetection
1) Biosecurity platform map
2) Networks of biosurvelliance information flows
3) Biosensor: perspective system for biothreats

early detection
4) At=2tA|AE (1000CFU/mI)
~ Vaccine (Ebola): combination therapy
1) rVSV-GP
2) rAd5-GP (21€ = 2K M=) 100% E=
" Fluorothiazinon: AKX LA 70| AFE



" Next generation Sequencing (NGS)

1) Genotyping-by-sequencing (GBS), An ultimate marker-
assisted selection (MAS) tool

2) Single-molecule real-time sequencing
3) NGS-based Shotgun metagenomic sequencing
4) Hybridization capture-based sequencing

D, DB

1) International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTVDB)

2) National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI):
pubmed, Gene, BLSAT, All resources, Nucleotides, SNP

3) CHEl Al A E™H 2 Pfam DB (protein family), FASTA, BLAST
4) CHE A L RH H: SCOP, CATH

5) Seq analysis tools: ribosomal database project(RDP), Silva
DB
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" Bioterrorism consists in using or threatening to use biological 3
weapons for malicious purpose, with a view to affecting public
health and/or the environment.

" A biological weapon is a device used to disperse, disseminate or
diffuse a biological agent, including carriers of biological agents
with lethal or damaging effects on humans, animals and crops.

" Biological agents are life forms of any kind, or infested matter
derived from it, which are intentionally used for malevolent,
morbid and lethal purposes. These effects depend on the capacity
of pathogenic agents to multiply

" Biological agents can consist of any microorganism (bacteria,
viruses, fungi, parasites) or toxin (derived from a life form) able to
cause disease or death of another life form (human, animal or
vegetal).



AAR : After Action Report

BWC ISU : Biological Weapons Convention Implementation Support Unit
CBRN : Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear

CESIS : Common Emergency communication and Information System (European Commission)
EC : European Commission

ECDC : European Center for Disease Prevention and Control

EU : European Union

Europol : European Police Office

GOARN : Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (World Health Organization)
IACRNE : Inter-Agency Committee on Radiological and Nuclear Emergencies

ICAO : International Civil Aviation Organization

ICE : International Coordination Exercise

ICRC : International Committee of the Red Cross

IFRC : International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Organizations
INTERPOL : International Criminal Police Organization

NATO : North Atlantic Treaty Organization

OSCE : Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

OAS : Organization of American States

PAHO : Pan American Health Organization

POC : Point of Contact

TTX : Tabletop Exercise

UN : United Nations

UNODA : United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs

WFP : World Food Programme

WHO : World Health Organization

WMD : Weapon of Mass Destruction
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